
Striving Readers Information 
 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/strivingreaders/index.html 
 
 
 
Purpose 
 

CFDA Number: 84.371A 
Program Type: Discretionary/Competitive Grants 

Striving Readers is a new discretionary grant program authorized as part of the FY 2005 Appropriations Act under 
the Title I demonstration authority (Part E, Section 1502 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
as amended by No Child Left Behind Act, 2001 - PL 107-110).  

Striving Readers will support the implementation and evaluation of research-based reading interventions for 
struggling middle and high school readers in Title I eligible schools that have significant percentages or numbers 
of students reading below grade level. 

The goals of the Striving Readers program are to: 

• Enhance the overall level of reading achievement in middle and high schools through improvements to 
the quality of literacy instruction across the curriculum,  

• Improve the literacy skills of struggling adolescent readers, and  

• Help build a strong, scientific, research base around specific strategies that improve adolescent literacy 
skills.  

Striving Readers programs will include each of three key components: 1) a school level strategy designed to 
increase reading achievement for students by improving the quality of literacy instruction across the curriculum; 
2) targeted intensive intervention for struggling readers who read at least two years below grade level; and 3) a 
rigorous experimental evaluation by an independent evaluator of the targeted intervention for struggling 
adolescent readers as well as a rigorous evaluation of the program designed to improve literacy instruction across 
the curriculum and the school. 

 
Eligibility 
 

Striving Readers is targeted toward serving middle and high school aged students (grades 6-12) who are reading 
below grade level. 

Eligible applicants include: 

• One or more local educational agencies (LEAs) with one or more schools that are BOTH:  
o Eligible to receive Title I funds AND  
o Serve students in one or more grades 6-12 

 

• Partnerships that include at least one LEA meeting the above criteria and one or more:  
o State education agency  
o Intermediate service agency  
o Public or private institution of higher education  
o Public or private organizations with expertise in adolescent literacy and/or rigorous evaluation  

Applicant Information 
 
TIMELINE  



The Striving Readers application will be available on Monday, August 15, 2005. The application can be 
downloaded from this website. 

Below are some priorities for eligible applicants to the Striving Readers Program: 

• Eligible applicants are LEAs that have schools which serve students grades 6-12 and are Title I eligible. 

• The applicant must use the funds to serve ONLY students in one or more grades 6-12 in schools that 
are Title I eligible. 

• The application must have an experimental evaluation that includes a randomized control trial. 

• The program must have school level strategies designed to increase reading achievement (includes 
needs assessment, professional development and measuring student performance). 

• The program must have targeted intervention for strugling readers (students at least two years behind 
grade level). (includes assessments to identify struggling readers, professional development and a 
process for measuring performance).  

Awards 
 
2005  

FY 2005 grants are expected to be awarded in December 2005. 

LEGISLATION  

Striving Readers is a discretionary grant program authorized as part of the FY 2005 Appropriations Act under the 
Title I demonstration authority (Part E, Section 1502 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 as 
amended by No Child Left Behind Act, 2001 - PL 107-110). 

 


